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WATER is life and key to socio-eco-
nomic development. Lack of access
to water is a serious disadvantage and
negatively affects the empowerment
and development of people, especially
women as they have to go look for
water for their families to survive.

As we celebrate International Wom-
en’s Day on Saturday (March 8), let us
remember that the day is a clarion call
to accelerate women empowerment
and gender equality.

International Women’s Day is cel-
ebrated annually on March 8. Inter-
national Women’s Day is a global
day celebrating the social, economic,
cultural, and political achievements
of women and marks a call to action
for accelerating women’s equality.
This year the day is celebrated under
the theme “Accelerate Action” which
hopes to speed up progress worldwide
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to achieve gender parity.

Focusing on the need to Acceler-
ate Action emphasises the importance
of taking swift and decisive steps to
achieve gender equality. It calls for
increased momentum and urgency
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in addressing the systematic barriers
and biases that women face, both in
personal and professional spheres.

Women empowerment can no
longer be shelved, it needs to be prior-
itised to accelerate gender equality. As
we celebrate this International Wom-
en’s Day, let us remove all the barriers
that impede women empowerment
and development thereby negatively
affecting gender equality.

Water is a source of life and a lack of
it causes serious hardships for commus-
nities, especially women. It is therefore
important that we fast track water pro-
vision to ease the burden on women'’s
shoulders and give them, especially the
girl child the equal footing to compete
with their male counterparts.

It is therefore important to acceler-
ate the delivery of water infrastructure
and projects to ensure the empower-
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ment and development of women.
Women empowerment must no longer
be taken for granted, but it must be
a priority as empowered women
empower communities and the world.

In as much as water service infra-
structure is important, the onus is
also on us to protect that infrastruc-
ture from vandalism. Vandalism is
a major threat to development and
takes communities backwards. Water
infrastructure vandalism negatively
affects women empowerment and
development therefore we need to take
strong action to root it of our com-
munities and ensure women empow-
erment leading to gender equality in
our society.

Let us accelerate action and remove
all the barriers that affect women
empowerment and development for
gender parity in society.




